Revision stapedectomy.
Revision stapedectomy can be a technically demanding operation. The surgeon must be prepared for many pathologic conditions before revision stapes surgery. Appropriate preoperative patient counseling is a must. The best chance for hearing improvement is in those cases that have a delayed conductive hearing loss after primary stapedectomy. This article serves as a guideline for discussing the myriad possibilities that may be encountered during this type of revision stapedectomy. Indications for revision stapedectomy and general surgical guidelines for management of specific pathologic conditions are discussed. The material presented is based on literature review, the authors' personal experience, and a review of temporal bone studies relative to stapes surgery.